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SUBJECT: BELIZE DISPUTE: FEBRUARY 21-22 UK-GUATEMALAN 
TALKS; UK-BELIZE DISCUSSIONS 

1. UK EMBASSY HAS GIVEN DEPARTMENT FOLLOWING INFORMATION 
REGARDING RECENT MEETINGS ON BELIZE. SINCE PARTIES' SEN- 
SITIVITY ON POINTS RAISED EVIDENT IN DISSEMBLING ACCOUNTS 
PASSED US IN GUATEMALA AND BELIZE, PLEASE HOLD CLOSELY. 

2. UK AND GUATEMALAN DELEGATIONS HELD ONLY ONE SUBSTANTIVE 
SESSION IN NEW YORK. GUATEMALANS REITERATED FEARS THAT 
INDEPENDENT BELIZE WOULD BE TARGET OF CUBAN SUBVERSION 
AND STRESSED THAT GUATEMALA REQUIRED WIDER COASTLINE ON 
GULF OF HONDURAS TO PROTECT INTERESTS. THEY FORMALLY PRO- 
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POSED THAT GUATEMALA BE GIVEN TERRITORY FROM 16'30"S TO 
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EXISTING BORDER. UK NOTED PROPOSAL AND ASKED IF GUATEMALA 
WOULD RELINQUISH OTHER CLAIMS IF THEIR PROPOSAL ACCEPTED. 
GUATEMALANS DID NOT COMMIT THEMSELVES AT MEETING, BUT 
AFTER SESSION IORGE SKINNER KLEE TOLD UK REPS THAT BELIZE 
COULD THEN ,HAVE OWN WAY" ON FOREIGN AND DEFENSE AFFAIRS. 

UK EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT POSSIBLE MEXICAN REACTION. 
GUATEMALANS DOWNPLAYED PROBLEM. 

3. UK REPRESENTATIVES SUBSEQUENTLY TRAVELLED TO BELMOPAN 
TO BRIEF PRICE. ROGERS, SHOMAN AND FONSECA. AT FIRST 

PRICE ADAMANTLY REJECTED ANY TERRITORIAL CONCESSIONS, 

STATING THAT GOG PROPOSAL WAS JUST FURTHER STALLING TACTIC. 
LATER PRICE SAID MIGHT BE POSSIBLE TO CONSIDER RECTIFYING 
CURRENT WESTERN BORDER SO AS TO RUN DUE NORTH/SOUTH AND 
"INTERNATIONALIZING, CORRIDOR 1-2 MILES ON EITHER SIDE OF 
SARSTUN RIVER. IN ADDITION, STATUS SAPODILLA CAYES NEGO- 
TIABLE. BELIZE ALSO COULD GUARANTEE FREE PORT AT BELIZE 
CITY AND LAND ACCESS TO PORT. FINALLY, MIGHT BE POSSIBLE 
TO WORK OUR JOINT GUATEMAI .AN-HONDI JRAN-BF.I .IZEAN FISHERIES 
CONTROL IN GULF. 

4. UK REPS PROMISED TO URGE GUATEMALANS TO ACCEPT BELIZE 
REPRESENTATION DURING NEW SERIES OF TALKS TO BE HELD IN 
APRIL. BUT UK SAID BELIZE WOULD NEED DEVELOP COUNTER- 
OFFER. PRICE, WHO ALREADY SLATED TO VISIT LONDON MID-MARCH 
SHOULD BE PREPARED DISCUSS COUNTER PROPOSALS WITH UK. INGERSOLL 
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